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The Climate and Ecological Crisis 

• Flooding, forest fires, and heat waves  

• Worsening air pollution  

• Increasing deforestation, desertification & droughts 

• Increasing ocean acidification and marine plastic pollution 

• Oceans suffocating as huge dead zones increase from 50 in 

1950 to 500 today 

• Increasing biodiversity loss 

• Species extinction 

• Hitting planetary boundaries 

  Resource: https://climate.nasa.gov/ 





Military Emissions 

• US Dept. of Defense (DOD) largest institutional consumer of 

oil ($17B/year) & largest landholder  w/ 800 bases in 70 

countries 

• Canada’s  Dept. of Defence (DND) largest consumer of 

petroleum and largest landholder among all federal 

agencies 

• Military vehicles inefficient, long life-cycles and locked-in  

• Military emissions are exempted from national greenhouse 

gas reporting requirements and reduction targets 





Former U.S. Under Secretary for the Economy and  
Kyoto Protocol lead negotiator, Stuart Eizenstat,  
stated before the U.S. Senate in 1998: 

  
We took special pains, working with the Defense Department 
and with our uniformed military, both before and in Kyoto, to 
fully protect the unique position of the United States as the 
world's only super power with global military responsibilities. 
We achieved everything they outlined as necessary to protect 
military operations and our national security. At Kyoto, the 
parties, for example, took a decision to exempt key overseas 
military activities from any emissions targets, including 
exemptions for bunker fuels used in international aviation and 
maritime transport and from emissions resulting from 
multilateral operations. 

 



CF-18 Fighter Jet used in Operation Inherent Resolve -Operation IMPACT 

Canada bombing of Iraq and Syria from Oct. 2014-Feb. 2016 
Canada re-fuelling US-led coalition since 2014 to present 



“Delivered 63 100 000 pounds of fuel to Coalition aircraft” 





“The Coalition has conducted 29,826 strikes between Aug 2014 and July 2018” 





“DND did not estimate or calculate the  
greenhouse gas emissions or climate change impacts 

from Operation IMPACT” 
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“However, given the unpredictable changes in operational 
tempo, the federal reduction target will not include emissions 

from military activities and operations.”  

CANADA 



• Private, bordered, highly securitized spaces 

• Uses: training soldiers, storing weapons, testing weapons and 

preparing for war 

• On bases: deforestation, dumping, effluent and emissions 

• Militaries are largest consumers of hazardous material 

• Toxic chemicals and solvents, munitions debris & unexploded 

ordnances – affecting air, land, ground water and oceans 

• Remediation is very costly and not complete 

• Communities are getting sick 

Environmental Impacts of Military Bases 



US 

https://projects.propublica.org/bombs/ 



US 
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Federal Contaminated Sites Inventory 
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The Problem of Military Expenditures 

• SIPRI estimates that global military spending is $1.69 trillion/yr 

• US is ranked 1st for military spending in the world and among 

NATO members 

• Trump administration has dramatically increased military 

spending over the past two years (budget cuts to EPA) 

• US pressure on allied countries to spend more on defence 

• Canada is ranked 6th for highest military spending among 

NATO members and is ranked 16th highest in the world 



US Military v. EPA Spending 

2015-2016  
U.S. Department of Defense   $629,878,000,000 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency       $8,725,000,000 
 

$717 billion 



CANADA Dept. of National Defence v. Dept. of Enviro.  

2015-2016  National Defence   $28,000,000,000 
Dept. of Environment & CC    $1,500,000,000 



Militarism and military 
spending are grave threats to 
the climate, the environment 

and public health. 
 

If we are serious about 
sustainability and peace,  

we must demilitarize. 



www.caat.org.uk/campaigns/arms-to-renewables  

NYC 2014 Victoria, BC 2016 



UN International Day for Preventing Exploitation of Environment in War & Conflict, Nov. 6 



1. Demilitarization for Deep Decarbonization report by Tamara Lorincz on 
www.ipb.org under “Publications” 
 
2. The Green Zone: The Environmental Costs of Militarism book by Barry Sanders 
 
3. Bombs in Your Backyard investigation (US): https://projects.propublica.org/bombs/ 
 
5. Federal Contaminated Sites Inventory (Canada):  
https://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/fcsi-rscf/home-accueil-eng.aspx 
 
6. Arms to Renewables (UK) Campaign Against the Arms Trade report: 
www.caat.org.uk 
 
7. Toxic Remnants of War: http://www.toxicremnantsofwar.info/ 
 
8. Global Warming, Militarism and Nonviolence: The Art of Active Resistance book 
by Marty Branagan 

Resources 

http://www.toxicremnantsofwar.info/
http://www.toxicremnantsofwar.info/

